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Trial Lake, Utah 
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It is from this tree, called Red Fir by the lumbermen, that 
mountaineers cut boughs to sleep on when they are so fortunate 
as to be within its limit. Two or three rows of the sumptuous 
plushy-fronded branches, overlapping along the middle, and a 
crescent of smaller plumes mixed to one’s taste with ferns and 
flowers for a pillow, form the very best bed imaginable. The 
essence of the pressed leaves seems to fill every pore of one’s 
body. Falling water makes a soothing hush, while the spaces 
between the grand spires afford noble openings through which to 
gaze dreamily into a starry sky. The fir woods are fine sauntering-
grounds at almost any time of year, but finest in autumn when 
the noble trees are hushed in the hazy light and drip with 
balsam; and the flying, whirling seeds, escaping from the ripe 
cones, mottle the air like flocks of butterflies. Even in the richest 
part of these unrivaled forests where so many noble trees 
challenged admiration we linger fondly among the colossal firs 
and extol their beauty again and again, as if not other tree in the 
world could henceforth claim our love. 
~ John Muir*
*
* JOHN MUIR, THE YOSEMITE (The Century Co., New York, 1912), available 
at http://www.gutenberg.org/files/7091/7091-h/7091-h.htm. 
